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of the number of his dependents, the advancement of his
friends, the disappointments of his opponents, and the de-
clarations made by his followers of adherence and fidelity.

If it should be granted, my lords, that there is nothing
in these representations exaggerated beyond the truth,
and that nothing is represented in an improper light, -what
consequence can we draw, but that the followers of this
gentleman, make use of those arts which have always been
practised by the candidates of preferment, that they en-
deavour to gain their patron's smile by flattery and pane-
gyrick, and to keep it by assiduity and an appearance of
gratitude. And if such applications exalted any man to
the authority and title of first minister, the nation has
never, in my memory, been without some man in that sta-
tion, for there is always some one to whom ambition and
avarice have paid their court, and whose regards have
been purchased at the expense of truth.

Nor is it to be wondered at, my lords, that posts of
honour and profit have been bestowed upon the friends of
the administration; for who eqriches or exalts his enemies?
who will increase the influence that is to be exerted
against him, or add strength to the blow that is levelled at
himself?

That the right honourable gentleman is the only disposer
of honours, has never yet appeared; it is not pretended,
my lords, that he distributes them without the consent of
his majesty, nor even that his recommendation is abso-
lutely necessary to the success of any man's applications.
If he has gained more of his majesty's confidence and
esteem than any other of his servants, he has done only
what every man endeavours, and what, therefore, is not to
be imputed to him as a crime.

It is impossible, my lords, that kings, like other men,
should not have particular motions of inclination or dis-
like ; it is possible that they may fix their affection upon
objects not in the highest degree worthy of their regard,
and overlook others that may boast of greater excellencies
and more shining merit; but this is not to be supposed
without proof, and the regard of the king, as of any other